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• Do you believe Unit Keirnedu 
(right l was shot by Oswald 
acting alone? If so, how do you 
explain Lite I net (liat the 
President's head, alter being hit 
irom behind, jerked back, as cun 
be seen from a bystander's ft{n\> 

1 believe (here was only one 
rifleman firing. A second would 
have increased (he chances ol 
detection in advance. And a 
second rifle wouldn't increase 
(he chances of hitting the 
President, if the assumption was 
made that only one shot could 
be tired before protective 
measures were taken. 

The impact of the bullet was 
not the only variable governing 
the direction in which his head 
moved. It could have moved back- 
wards (a) because the car was 
accelerating and (b) because of 
the reaction of the President's 
central nervous system 



a ty.u 

^ snots have been fired from 
Oswald's rifle in only 5.6 seconds 
the time postulated by the Warren 
Commission? 



They established that time by 
examining the film. The third, 
fatal, shot occurred on the 313th 
frame. After a reconstruction 
the Commission assumed that 
the initial shot could not have 
been fired before the 210lh 
frame — a 5.6 second gap — 
because, before that, tlu* 
assassin's view of the car would 
have been blocked by an oak 
tree. But the reconstruction was 
in June 1964 when the tree was 
in full leaf; the assassination 
was the previous November when 
it had no foliage. The sniper 
could have fired as early as the 
186th frame — allowing seven 
seconds for three shots. FBI 
agents testing the rifle were able 
u> fire it accurately three times 
in that period. 




THE UNANSWERE 



IT WAS suggested in the BBC's 
recent Panorama programme that 
Oswald may have been the 
“ patsy " in a Mafia plot to 
assassinate Kennedy. What do 
you think of the strength of this 
theory? 

As far as I c an see ii is not based 
on evidence but a cut hono 
form of induction. The thesis 
being: Kennedy was airei I lit* 
Mafia, therefore the Mulia killed 
Kennedy I lie same son of cuf 
buna logic could he applied mure 

..... it ~.j — ii.. . .. r. . u .. 



lying systematically about his 
ownership of the rifle. 

liven if it accepted that Oswald 
was the rifleman, ii need not be 
accepted, of course, t hat Oswald 
did the act alone. Anv unknown 
party could have paid, 
encouraged or inspired hint. 

A good deal still remuins un- 
known about Oswald's secret life; 
hut front what is known, it is 
i Icar Oswald associated with pro- 
ami «uili-f<iMiu Cuban* m New 
Oilcan*, Cuban oiluuK in 
Mexico, Soviet intelligence agents 



A recent Panorama television programme 
quickened interest in the Kennedy 
assassination by suggesting that his killer, 
Lee Harvey Oswald, was being used by 
the Malia or the CIA and by reopen- 
ing vexed issues such as the possibility 
that a picture of Oswald with a rifle was a 
forgery In the past three weeks The 
Sunday Times has published extended 
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l J f i>nn In iit’i . i/tui KrtrJh'tlr 
t i i^hi i wn\ \hm hn Otftuihl 
a Hug ilium/ li Mi, t/ti you 

l>lutn th »• M, i « /«<#/ //i, 

t*l CStdCHl's lli'tul, ullt'l JC hi l 

nvm bclnml, je» ked back, a* , an 
be *ivn # t iifii <i film * 

I believe i line was only one 
lillcman bring A second would 
have increased ihr chalices ol 
detection in jdv.mte. And .* 
second rillr umildn l increase 
i lie chances ol lulling ihr 
President. if ihr assumption was 
made dial only one shot timid 
be lired beioce protective 
measures were taken. 

The impact of the bullet was 
not the only variable governing 
i lie direction in which his head 
moved. It could have moved hack 
wards (a) because the cat was 
accelerating and ibi im .mse ol 
die reaction ot the President s 
i rntral nervous system 
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'//O/S Ton . nri -li fired ft uni 
Uiu'uld\\ ii/le m nnlu • .« \ uml 
the lime mi>tulnted hn the IVwii. u 
i'uniim.iston/ 

They eslahlislud that time l»\ 
examining the him The third, 
fatal, shot mnirrrd on the .11 till 
I rattle At in a i et tiiisti m lion 
die t iMiltttlssMMi assmiieil that 
i tir initial slioi « oultl uoi hair 
been lirrd b.loir the Jllilh 
Iraliir — a r » <i set oud gap 
because, helm e that l In 
assassin's view ol dir i at u unlit 
leave been blocked h> an oak 
tree. Itm die rei oiistriu lion was 
ill J inter I'lO-l vt hen Ihr tree was 
hi lull leal, the assassination 
was the previous November when 
it had no foliage The suipei 
coulfl have liietl as early ,i*» the 
iNblli 1 1 anic ~ allowing seven 
seconds loi three shots Mil 
agents testing the title were aide 
to lire it arciuatrly three times 
hi jliat period 
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I mi. .v 1 1 m.ii ii .d I \ about Ills 

00 m i -hit* III do i lib 

I M il it u aiiepird ill . ii Oswald 
was ibi- i illemau, il nerd nut lo 
*• • • i 1 1 • * I ul i uni -a iliai O.o.Jtl 

• lot do .o i abmr \ »• \ unknown 
P * • • v * tin b I bay » paid, 

• to ton a|'.i • I m hi ,|in i .1 Imo 

\ good vit al dill i r nia mis nil 

1 now n ahum Oswald's .cciet hie; 
hoi 1 1 mu what i\ knuwii il is 

h ai * * •.aid a .an i.ilrd milt pin 
u.ol anna ii.mi o v.ttbnri* in New 
Oi leans. Cuban ullu lals hi 
drvii ii. Smiei nil r 1 1 u*i in r agents 
in vli sun and Ktiv.ta and 



A im ml Panorama television pro^ramiip’ 
ipnrLmed mleresl mi llu* Kennedy 
a*. in.il ton by sup, pt-il ut;» lli.il hr. killn 
I .rr II.iiwn Oswald u as bruit; used I in 
Mr fM.dia in I lit* < ‘l.\ anil l>\ reopen 
III)* VfNrtl issues Midi ary lilt* possibilil. 
Iltal a picture nl Oswald w d It a rifle was a 
lor'rn In I he* |iasl three wrrks Tilt* 
Sunday Times has published extended 
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bona logic could be applied more 
realistically to Castro, the Nonli 
Vietnamese, or iny other enemy 
of Kennedy’s. 

The Kennedy assassination did 
not occur, however, in u factual 
vacuum. X-rays of Kennedy’s 
body have now established iliar 
i he shots came from behind from 
the direction of the book deposi- 
lory (both critics and supporters 
of the Warren Commission who 
have examined the X-rays and 
autopsy photographs now agree 
on this conclusion). Moreover, 
one bullet and fragments match 
a rifle found in the book deposi- 
tory, belonging to Oswald. Poor 
witnesses saw a rifleman firing 
from the book depository. And 
during his interrogation by Dallas 
police afterwards, in which 
Oswald discussed the case, lie 
showed consciousness of guilt hv 
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Mexico, Soviet intelligent e agent', 
in Mexico and Russia, and 
scientists, geologists and an 
educitred elite of White Kiiv.miis 
in Dallas. No links Irctwct’ii 
Oswald and organised iritne have 
lieen ustiihlislied ‘In lie sure, it 
is always possible an assassin is 
recruited under a *' false flag " — 
that is. he does not know the true 
allegiance of his recruiter - and 
that Oswald, thinking lie was 
working for the Cubans, was 
actually induced to work on the 
behalf of another interest. 

Oswald would he n likely tan 
didate lor such a i ei i ml men i. lie 
had already written from Russia 
(in a letter intercepted hv the 
CIA) that he would kill any 
American that opposed the USSR, 
and demonstrated to many people 
in Dallas that he was a revolution 
arv in search oi a cause Mis 
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shouting at (ienerul l.dwm A 
W.dkri in April I%1, I «t a 9 1 i«*i 
ilrilimi «ll .ilt’d Ills willingness In 
nun dm lot political ends Ills wile 
Marina slid thill hr regarded 
Walker ns a dangerous fuscist 

# You contend that the rill and 
CIA suppressed evidence rclttt is* 
to Oswald that should hare none 
to the Warren Coinmissitti i. What 
teas then mini tie for such act urns ? 

Wh.il was being concealed was 
.» . pects of i he security « ase 
against Oswald which existed 
before the assassination. The I UI 
did nut even tell President 
John sun that it had an open 
security case against Oswald at 
the time; and when .1 Mlgar 
Hoover evaluated the failure ol 
the Mil to keep Oswald under 
Mtrveillience in December 19(>3, 
lie concluded that the FBI was 
guiliv of “ gross inconipeliMicy ” 
wliicii would forever destroy the 
Mil as an iuvrsiigarii e agent t 
it ii became public. The interest 
of llniivei was thus to conceal 
the I ai t that the FBI had anv 
reason to suspect Oswald of 
espionage activities before the 
assassination. 

Hoover knew that Oswald had 
refused a lie dcietim test, had 
made contact with a Soviet agent 
in Washington (Orusimmi whu 
was under Mil surveilleme at the 
time as a paymaster for Soviet 
espionage, and had made unitart 
with a Soviet agent in Mexico 
(Kostikov) who had been 
observed by FBI agents handling 
other *• illegal ” agents lor Soviet 
illicit i gome Rut none ol ilus 

• iifut oi. ii ion \\ a . toi lied 
rtrr wiim'n t Ai7inm*urm 
hren, il would raise meviiahle 

• picstions of why the Mil had not 
kept « loser tabs mi Oswald. 

Moreover, the Fill destroyed all 
evidence that Oswald was capable 
nf a violent act lie had wriiren 
a letter to FBI Agent James 
I lusty threatening to blow up the 
Fill ofl’tces in Dallas Alter 
Oswald was killed, I lostv. on 
orders from his superiors, 
destroyed the note. Hoover could 
t hen tr.iily the FIM had no n .isoii 
to believe Oswald was a prison 
capable nf violence If Hoover 
knew about the letter -as William 
Sullivan, head of FBI counter* 

• nielligeme, insists he did he 
perjured himself before the 
Waiic-n ( nmmissioit. 

Hie CIA had an obvious 
interest in concealing thr exist 
eiue ol the assassination plots 
against Castro. If it became 
public that on the very day Ken- 
nedy was assassinated a (’I A ease 
oflicer was handing a weapon to 
Rolands Cubclla, minister with 
out portfolio in Cuba, who had 
agired to mui del Castro, it would 
compel the Warren Commission 
i ci omlmlnke an Invest igatjnn of 
the incest t lusely-guanlecl sec rets 
Ml III. ( I A. 

• It me relevant is it then that the 
CIA teas activel i; c pigcrgci/ in pint* 
to hill Castro to the assassination 
i>l President Kenned n ’* 

Ii c mild provide* tlo* motive for 
wi.'.* Jl'IlM .till InwillP 



facts are now established hv 1 
CIA’s liispc'doi (ieoeral 

1. lo i lo* sititiiiiec oi PKi.l the* tj 
became Involved with Cuhelhj 
it plot to assassinate Cast i n 

2. Cubclla xalislied hinisell ( 
the Kennedy Administration 
behind the plot through a mj 
mg with Desnioiid litzgeiah 
high-ranking CIA olliciul ' 
represented himself as 
cm i. hsu i y t»f Roheit Kennedy t 
was, indeed, an indentili 
friend of RI K’m. 

Cast m learned of this pin 
the autumn of 1%.1 (pi oh 
through Cubclla hinisell). 
issued a public warning 
American leaders would not 
sale if plots against Ct 
Icmlcts persisted (Oswald, 
avid follower of Castro, pos> 
read the Press reports nf 
warning before his trip to. Me 
in Srptcmhci l%< • 

At tin* very least, then. I 
established iltni Castro tun 
real motive foi inspiring 
attempted assassination of 
American leader. Whcthci 
did or not is another quest i 
But the Cubans certainly 
the opportunity to inspire Dm 
to undertake a violent act. 
travelled to Mexico on Septei 
28, according to his wife foi 
purpose ol proving his loyalt 
the Cubans - and being acre 
as a friend of the C» 
revolution Oswald appears 
have had at least three mcei 
with Cuban officials, What 
pened at these meetings is 
deal, hut ac cor ding tn vai 
♦J — Trpagur OcwnTiT Appears to 

r n ri had £,,, mll( iin argument with 
Cubans ahum whether he 
performed xullicient service 
the Cuban levolutldn tn 
accepted in Cuba. 

Although this is purely m 
lativc, it does not seem ii 




• I'.dwurd Jay Lpvicin. 42, In 
PhD in government from II. 
University. Ilix first book. In 
orightallv his undergraduate * 
raised early <|iic*lions alum 
Warren Commission's method 
findings and heranir a best 
1 1 Ik IiihiU no OmwiiIiI and Kei 
in which he reveals the po— 
i inn members ol US Intel l 
agencies are working for tin 
sians, involved two years of n 
employing four lull-lime am 
pail-lime staff. Legend: the 
World of Lee llarvev Oswal 
lie published in Britain liy II 
son on April 24 ai Cs.fJO. 
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\ l rads from an i itt port ant new honk hy 
DWAKD JAY til’STKIN, whirl, indicates 
• rangly that Oswald was an agent of the 
(iB. Today Kpstein discusses I he issues 
.used by Ikmuiam.i and looks al other 
uanswered questions such as the true role 
i the shadowy (ieorge De Mohrenschildl 
ml the senes ol deaths involving key 
gttrea in the .affair 



on a dangerous CIA mission, he 
wonltl Ik* .imply rewarded on Ins 
return in I'lfii In fact Oswald 
received an undesirable discharge 
from lus reserve unit and reiurned 
Mi a lile of near poverty in Texas. 

On i lie oilier hand, the evidence 
that Oswald was associated will) 
Soviet intelligence is cogent, lie 
defected in the Soviet Union, 
wiili unknown funds, and then 
•H+wcU rhe--fiirvieia, according t» 
his own admission, 4 lavsilud mill 
larv secrets of gnerial uueresl. 



associations with Soviet intelli- 
gence. Oswald fabricated, a 
“ legend," or false biography, .for 
himself before returning to the 
US, lied in KB I interviews, ^nd 
attempted tef conceal his nw«- 
menis. 

• The Warren Commission, Xthe 
i'Bl quid many other sleuths ftei 
the past fifteen years have tnuj|rt- 
guted i lie Oswald case. Jlow*kan 
you fmpe to come up with anytwew 
facts or d liferent answers ? 
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•• now established by ihr 
MspeclurC.ciit'tal 
summer id l%.| iho CIA 
involved with Cwbella in 
•i assassinate Cush n. 

Hu safi.sliod liimscll lli.u 

• nedy Adininish aiiun was 
i he plot lltiougli .1 ineci 
n Desmond Itt/gciuld, u 

• king CIA nllicial wlm 
•tied himself jin an 
. of Rohcii Kennedy (and 
ndeed, an iuclcu l if luHle 
*f RFK’s). 

0 learned of rliis plot in 
umn of l%.l (probably 

Cuhella himself), and 
a public warning dial 
ui leaders would nui be 
plots agaiiiM Cuban 
persisted (Oswald, an 
i lower of Castro, possibly 
r Cress reports of ibis 
before bis trip in Mexico 
inbcr lyiti i 

tc vciv least, f lien. If Is 
ued that Castro bad u 
otive for inspiring ilte 

• il assassination of an 
ui leader Whether lie 
not is another <piesiioo 
lie Cubuits certainly had 
tiriunily in inspire Oswald 

1 take n violent an. lie 
tl to Mexico on September 
tiding* to bis wife for the 

of proving bis loyally to 
ana — ami being accepted 
friend of the Cuban 
on. Oswald appears in 
d at least liner meetings 

• ban officials Wliai Imp 
u these meetings is uu- 
mi at cor ding to various 
-OsWJITTl 'appeals to haw 
t an argument with the 

about whether lie had 
u‘d snllicient service for 

• ban revolution in be 
I in Cuba. 

ngb ibis is purely spec n- 
■ I does not serein incou 




U Jay Epstein, 42, bolds a 
government from Harvard 
v. Him first book, Impiesi, 
bis undergraduate thesis, 
arly questions alioof (hr 
‘ommiuJon’s methods anil 
and breumr a best-seller, 
on Oswald and Kennedy, 
he reveals the possibility 

• ubers of IIS intelligence 
are working for the Rus- 
al ved two years of research 
it four full lime and lour 

staff, t.egend: I l»r Seerel 

• l.ee llarvey Oswald will 
bed in tiritain by Unit hilt- 
pril 24 at C r » r »0. 



leivable to me dial in tin* brat 
ol i lu'si* disc iissioiis some Cuban 
'initials UU'illiuMod cilhi'i the 
ass.tsMii.il ion plnis ag.uosl C.isirn 
oi Cast m/s winning lo Amriivait 
leatlcrs. h may then have been 
iltdl Oswald took ibis as inarch 
• ng orders to attempt stub an 
assassination and I bat lie t hose 
bis own target, Kennedy, lo win 
t lie upptoval of i lie Cubans. 

V too haak makes llic . a>r fluff 
Oswald was a law level tfgerif of 
Soviet intelligence who ran amok 
/n it not i *</ iui//u pas dole that 
Oswald wa< a law-level CIA after l 
'em ia linssia us a idiaaen 
delve tin 

I cnnsulrrcd this possibility 
when I began my research II 
Oswald had been a CIA agent ills 
Pan bed on such a sensitive mis 
sioti I assumed as a tvot I mg 
hypothesis that lie would have in 
bav. been ten omul mid tunned 
by the CIA sometime between 
l‘jr»7. when It joined the Mamies 
as a 17 year old high school drop 
out. and September I'lfdi when lie 
del'rt ted in Russia. As a prat lit al 
mallei die. would require some 
interlude in bis Marine setvite 
when lie was detached horn dtttv 
and It ained Since the Wanrn 
Commission interviewed nnlv one 
Mamie who knew Oswald during 
Ins lour ul Japan and the ICmlit . 
atttl leii a number til iiiiriguttig 
blanks in his service rutmd. u 
seemed .u least conceivable ihai 
he bad been separated from bis 
regular duly 

However, when I located some 

nrtv other Marine* who ed 

with Oswaldat various points m his 
t ai et'i . these gaps were gradually 
filled in Marines were found who 
served with Oswald in his basn 
training mm, Ins training ionises, 
dining tiausii to and from lapait. 
during the manoeuvres in the 
I'atilu and in hospital. Even tin* 
doctors who treated him fm a 
gunshot wound anti VI) weie 
interviewed At every point. 
Marines vvrtr luund wlm \li.in*d 
quartet s Willi Oswald, thank will, 
him, played curds with him. and 
served long litnos oil iadai iliilv 
with him Some tousidered ilieui 
selves i lose friends, and pi mimed 
siiapslmis and records showing 
Oswald was indeed on duiv with 
them. 

Wliai emerges is a fail lv i mu 
I dele and believable anntmi of 
Oswalds time mi the Mamies 
There seems hi be no period dm 
in£ ibis nine when lie could eon 
leivably be del at bed and trained 
by the CIA. and certainly mme 
ol the men wlm lived wiili him 
had any clue dial suggested lie 
hod any special sort of duly. (And 
Ins ret alt in am behaviour liai dlv 
suggests bun as a candidate lot 
any such assignment.) 

Furthermore, Oswald activities 
in the Soviet Union do not seem 
consistent with a CIA nijssiou h 
seems at least implausible dial die 
CIA would allow him in many a 
Soviet ciii/cn, and thus i omul it ali- 
bis i •’ pal rial ion. Cinallt. 

would seem le.isonablc t«> e\pi* 

-liiai if IKwald liaxl .mLfltl liia I • I 



mgm ‘*W* J * 5 i ■> j *i' I i «< i inte'i i's. 

A.s proof ol bis sincerity lo the 
Soviets, lie banded Ids passport 
lo die US Cmbassv in Moscow, 
and animiim t il bis iittcitliou til 
pioviding die Soviets will) US 
military setiei. In elicit, lie pui 
himself completely in Soviet 
bauds fm a two and a ball yeai 
period. In reiorii. die MVU. a 
Ministry assmiaietl with Soviet 
intelligence. provided Oswald 
with a subsidy in live on, a plush 
a pan mem. job and oilier 
amenities. 

After Oswald i el tu ned in die 
US, be refused a CHI request in 
submit in a lie tlelettor test, kepi 
toiistam ly in COUI4CI with Soviet 
embassy ollicials, and coutmlrd 
a known k()B olTirer, Kosiikov, 
in Mexic o ( if y 

finally, some elfort scented in 
have been made In t ovei Oswald s 



I I mg mi by rejecting the Idea 
dial there was something new in 
lie found om about bullets, 
wounds, or the grassy knoll. 
Instead I asked: Why did l.ea 
llarvey Oswald defect to the 
Soviet Union in I %♦) * It 
seemed incredible to me that a 
20 venr-old Marine would sud- 
denly decide in leave his family 
and friends and go to live in a 
strange country. I became inter- 
ested in the question of motive. 

I wauled lo ktwiw wliai hap- 
pened to Oswald in the Marina 
Corps. The Warren Commission 
had questioned only one Marine 
wlm served with Oswald al the 
Aisugi air base in Japan. With 
i lie help of four researchers, I 
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found 10-4 Marines who had known 
Oswald in luil wm ked wiili linn 
in Japan, h Mien become possible 
19 reconstruct Oswald’* activities 
in flu* Marine Corps before he dr 
f acted. 

0 What dttl poo learn from the 
Marines ? 

Oswald was a radar operator 
who, alonu with Mie other men in 
his unit, Irrquenily saw Mte U 2 
taking oil and landing and beard 
itk high altitude requests lor 
weather information on the radio. 

# flow u'wa i/iis important? 

* I didn't know at the time Phi 

1 questioned Mu* dcsignei lit ibc 
U.2 at Lockheed. Clarence Jnlm 
son, and Kuhurd Bissell, tinnier 
apecial ai.Mstiini to the director 
of the CIA, wliu was in charge 
of' the U*2 programme in 1958. I 

( ound out that acquiring detailed 
aformaiion about the altitude 
Apd flight patterns of this novel 
»py plane was the No ] priority 
of Soviet intelligence I also 
questioned C.urv Power*, the U-2 
pilot shot down over Russia in 
1960 

• Powers ihetl in 1977, when his 
helicopter tun out of fuel mr 
/«os Angeles Didn't two other 
witnesses you interviewed die 
violent deaths ? 

Yes, William C. Sullivan, 
former head ol counter-inielli* 
genre im ihe 1*111, wliu wai killed 
in a huntiiiK accident in 1077, and 
George lit Mohrenschildt who 
$hot In him* 1 1 alter the second day 
of uur oreMiTangod four-day 
Interview !r is tempting to sec a 
connection between these deaths, 
but I don’t Alter all, ! imei 
viewed over 200 witnesses 
• be Mohrenschildt 'j era me a 
load friend of Oswald's unci 
Oswuhl returned from Russiu in 
J962 What did he tell you / 

lie umingeij i4 gtuid part nl' 
Oswalds life in Dallas, hut said 
he never would have dune so had 
he not been encouraged by a CIA 
officer, y Walt rr Minor*, Ule head 
ol the l>oioc**.iu Clint, hi Seivui 
In Dallas, a unit which intci 
viewed individual* who bail 
returned l rum Eastern Europe 
and the Soviet Union. 

Di* MohreiiicJiildt said he had 
discussed Oswald with Moore and 
Moure had told him that Oswald 
was " lui mluv. ” It u 1 L)e Mnliicn 
aihildi Miungly suggest nJ that 
Monte wa-. inteicsied in wliai 
Oswald had in say De Molircn- 
schildt didn't detail anv spei tin 
arrangement lu had with Motile. 

However, 11 seemed plausible 
enough 1 It. 11 1 hr CIA would warn 
in delu tel Oswald lit* was uni* m 
• he lew A mem ait* In spend iwu 
years 111 Minsk and he could have 
contributed invaluable * ‘inform* 
atiuii in the Imigrtiphn hie*. «m 



Soviet leaders maintained by ilic 
CIA Mine iiopmtaul, lie had 
crucial mini malum mi the* pro- 
cedures whit h 1 lie Soviets applied 

lu iwllllll iotlfd piu\r 

very useful if Western intelligence 
evei wanted m semi a phoney 
detector to ilu* USSR). 

It also seems plausible that the 
CIA would attempt 10 debrief 
Oswald through a procedure 
which he wus not aware of since 
he wa* «re*ir«Ud u rdta ^tiu 
he ret used the In* detcctoi ie*.i 
The normal procedure for such a 
debriefing is 10 place someone 
111 Oswald'* path, who would be- 
friend him. De Mohrenschildt 
would be well-qualified for such 
a job. 

De Mohrenschildt may, how 
ever, have been lying to me and 
casting suspicion on lb* 'CIA to. 
hide a more sinister relation lie 
had with a foreign intelligence 
agency. I found De Muhreu 

Illicit a highly competent 
person, brilliantly in tnmmand of 
wltut he disclosed, and perfectly 
capable of devising a cover story 
or red herring. 

• The CJA denied in the Warren 
Report and in every proceeding 
that it hud ever hud any interest 
m Oswald. What did Moore nr 
uthci member ol the c/.l niaJ.e 
of De MohrenscluldCs allegation? 

Moore refused to speak to me 
fur the reason that lie was still 
a CIA officer and CIA officers were 
nut allowed 10 he interviewed. 
Ihe Cl|\ public relations man re- 
fused comment on the allegation. 
I'liialfy, 1 asked Melvin Laird, now 
♦1 Washington editor for the 
Reader’s Digest, if lie would try 
10 contact Admiral Turher 
of the CIA and ask him about the 
charge. Turner apparently con* 
Milted with Ids PR people and 

• hen coined a new verb by reply- 



ing " Wt're no-dim men ting II 

• It's odd that othei CIA and /•'/!/ 
officers wen witling to give you 
u! matt all the farts ahni'fi'rfle 

• use How did you get than to 
talk? 

I In? CIA men were former 
officers, retired 01 hied I would 
usually begin by wining them .1 
letter staling enliei that some- 
one ejaa had discussed the case 
they were Involved in, and M1.1i 

I needed i lai iln al mu liuui them, 
1,1 dial I had icteivcd some 
document* under the Freedom of 
Information Act which mentioned 
them or their case Usually I 
loinul this piqued their curiosity. 

II they would agree to see me, I 
would usually tin must nf the 
talking, idling litem wliai 01 lit* 1 
people mid mi- Ml wliai I had 
loinul out hi dm tiutrois. 

• Hut why did thru talk? 

One device dial almost always 
worked was showing ihem Free- 
dom of Information documents 
mentioning their name or oper* 
al imial deiadi ol a « .1 .« I're 
ditiahly, then first uactmii was 
fury Owl jJm CIA would jm 
release -flih InfnrinMion. THilr 

*•*• oud 1 , ,u | mu | H . 



‘•Mended that someone in the 
present CIA had 11 hi tin them. 
They were soon eager in correct 
do* record or (ill mu die context 
“• -‘ ca a* Their reasoning was 

lease inform a mYfi^inaeF Freedom 

“l 1 11I in mat ion, why should they 
keep their lips sealed. 

0 /% this how nun got the Cl \ 
officer who bundled Nosenko to 

nieni in Europe, and when I In si 
plumed him and wrote in him he 
refused to see me. Finally, after 

1 had written a draft of my book, 

I tried again. This lime I wrote 
Mating the facts I was about to 
divulge, facts which included his 
name and his involvement in the 

* “i sinter® 

held mi lielgmm, and I showed 
him about a hundred pages of 
documents that Involved him. I 
Inid acquired these document* 
under kreedom of Information. 

Me then told me t hat I was 
" deeply wrong " because 1 was 
missing a crucial clement of the 
Nosenko case, but he was not sure 
that he was wll)lng to provide it. 

A few weak* went by and he 
agreed ro meet mi* again, this 
liiua al b*pxi,*ii.UL>uz ip fiance.. 
We then ipenr three weeks *N 
together, going mainly to the Club 
r »fi, a beach club, where hi* gave 
me wliai lie considered to he t lie 
init ial context on the tasc. which 
was what Nosenko had done in 
1 % 2 . 

0 And what was that ? 

Nosenko had been sent by the 
Soviets to the CIA to paint false 
tracks away from the trail of u 
Soviet mole in the CIA |A mole 
is someone working Im one 
intelligence agency while being 
nmlei the control ol another, eg 
Philhy. | 




suading the Soviet* to 1 
to go ro Russia to intar 
Soviet citizens who h*< 
Oswald there. Agou, 
made it clear that 1 the 



1 presume that it found nut I you might he interested 
nsiiiko.s message 111 11. u i onilei - K.UU oft a** hit 



0 Did you ever get to see 

Nowik^J AIHUUS. tlilU l . mr-nn...— - -w— — - 

\e. The CIA put me imm him. ,m ,n * r *' 

• How do you explain that? ahnuldn^i 

, .. , , «houldn 1 be saying th s 

I presume that it found nut I you nijghl hc i ni er*ated 

hVqUi iAilillllii j ImnL mt I no I! • . .1. v. 

Os 
NlISC 

Nosenko’s message was ihar 
Oswald w;i> a i umplelt* Imiei in 

1 In* Soviet Union and never hud 
any < oinicciiou or dehrielmg by 
the KGB. I spent about lout hours 
inter viewing Nosenko 

• Your hook strongly suggests 
ihiit Nosenko is a fake Do you 
helieve the CIA was trying to mis- 
lead you by sending you to him ? 

Y«*%. It sent me Nosenko as a 
legitimate witness to O.ivaldX 
•ii I i villus in the Soviet Union 
tviilitmi telling me dial Nosenko 
had been suspected ol being a 
Nov let disinformation agent 

• When did you first become sus- 
picious of Nosenko ? 

A it w weeks alter I interviewed 
Nosenko, l had lutuh in 
Washington with the^Soviei Press 
officer, Igor Agou. 1 had set up 
iln* meeting lit ihe hope nl pet 



Nosenko, who had ban 
Oswald case and who l 
much about Oswald as a 
the Soviet Union.” 

• You mean that thi 
Jimbussy officer was act 
commending that yi 
Nosenko ? 

Yes. I was a hit dut&b 
Mere was an official Tt 
Soviet Embassy recom 
that I see someone win 
traitor. And I couldn’t 
that Mi Agon was just t 
he helpful in me. 

# Your hook makes 
references to James A 
the former head nf conn 
1 1 gene e fur the CIA. Wh 
Agree to see you ? 

Because I had alrggd 
viewed Nosenko . *mku 
that Mine Nosenko was 




ig the Soviets to allow me 
to Russia to interview the 
citizens who had known 
d there. Agou, however, 
it clear that the Soviets 
not hr receptive to such 
J *4tMt*rAgnu then said In n 
4iiIFr Voice : •• Perhaps 1 
In't be saying this . . . but 
ight be interested in know- 
bat there is sonicooe in 
icji, .who could help vou . . . 
ter KCB officer named Yuri 
ko, who had handled the 
d case and who knows as 
about Oswald as anyone in 
avict Union. ” 

>u mean that this Soviet 
ssy officer was actually rc- 
ending that you see 
ko ? 

. I was a bit dumbfounded, 
was an official from the 
Embassy recommending 
I see someone who was a 
And I couldn’t believe 
4r Agou was just frying to 
tpful to me. 

tur hook makes fieipient 
nces to James Angleton , 
rmcr head of counter intel - 
e for the CIA. Why did he 
to see you ? 

an sc I bad already inter- 
d Nusenl.o Anglelon knew 

inp# Nr»sehko*was working 




• An “ expert ” claimed on the 
BBC's Panorama programme 
that the photograph showing 
Oswald holding his rifle is a fake. 
What is your evaluation of this? 

The following evidence lias to 
be considered. First. Marina 
Oswald admitted taking the photo- 
graph, even though it was 
an incriminating admission, and 
admitted destroying another copy 
inscribed by Oswald to his 
daughter June. 

Secondly, Marguerite Oswald, 
Oswald's mother, admitted seeing 
the inscribed photograph before 
Oswald was killed, and further 
admitted that she assisted Marina 
in destroying this incriminating 
evidence. Since it seemed against 
her interest to make such an 
admission, serious weight has to 
be given to It. 

Thirdly, photographic experts 
have nndisputcdly determined 
that the photograph was taken 
by Oswald's camera. 

Finally, George De Mohrens- 
childi produced in 1977 another 
copy of the photograph which was 
inscribed to him in Oswald’s 
handwriting and dated April 5, 
1963. Further, it had n note on it 
written by Marina in Russian. 

In order (o believe the photo- 
graph is faked, one has to believe 
) Marina TJcr j ttrcd w her* *etf- 
Marguerite Oswald perjured her 
self (3) Roth Oswald and 
Marina's handwriting was forged 
on the l)e Mohrenschildt copy — 
and all for no apparent reason, 
since there was sufficient evi- 
dence linking Oswald to the rifle. 

My rourlosion is llial Marina 
took the photograph in 1%3. 



for the CIA, he wouldn’t have 
s6en me unless the CIA bad sent 
liiirt. Angleion, who had been 
fired from the CIA by William 
Colby, wanted to know why, after 
keeping Nusenko in isolation for 
thirteen the CTA would 
suddenly send him to see a jour- 
nalist doing a story about Oswald. 

• What did Angleton tell you * 

For the first three meetings in 

Washington, he refused io dis- 
cuss anything about Nosenko, 
Oswald, the CIA, or anything else 
bearing on what I was writing, 
lie was far more interested in 
1‘mding out what I knew than in 
telling me anything, and so l 
decided to look up the members 
of his staff. 

• How do you know that these 
former CIA officers weren't mis- 
informing you ? 

Of course, I have to assume that 
they had axes to grind. A number 
<»f CIA officers whose careers 
rested on the Nosenko case 
wanted to sec it resolved in one 
wav or another. I also realised 
that I could never he sure that 

• nifial facts were not withheld. 

• What did you consider the 
greatest failure in your investi- 
gation ? 

I he lailure to run down n lead 



concerning Pavel Voloshin. 
Voloshin’s name turns up both in 
Oswald’s address book and on a 
letter (from the Patrice Lumumba 
University in Moscow) found 
among Oswald's effects. I got a 
CIA “ trace " on Voloshin, and he 
turned out to be a KGB officer 
who had been in the Far F.ast at 
the same time Oswald was there 
with the Marines, and who bad 
visited California in 195® when 
Oswald was preparing to defect, 
lie bad been in Moscow when 
Oswald was there, and finally bad 
been in Amsterdam when Oswald 
passed through on his wav back 
to the United States in I9f>2. One 
former CIA counterintelligence 
officer suggested to me that 
Voloshin might, have been the 
person who recruited Oswald nr 
arranged for his defection 

• What was Voloshin ilomg m 
California ? 

He was supposedly working as 
a Press officer for a Russian 
dance troupe passing through 
California. I asked Oswald's fcl 
low Marines who served with him 
in California whether Oswald had 
ever talked about this dance 
troupe. None of them remem- 
bered. one of bis friends, Nelson 
Delgado, remembered Hnwrvci, 
‘■•‘i U>w.iiii tout talked lu a man 
hi a raincoat for an hour and a 
ball one night when he was on 
guard duty. Another Marine also 
remembered this incident. Tliev 
were impressed by the man’s 
raincoat because it was about 
90 degrees that night. 

I wanted to show these Marines* 
a photograph of Voloshin to see 
if he could conceivably be the 
man they had seen. I knew that 
the KBi bad Voloshin under 
surveillance, and that ihc CIA 
bad a photograph of him in its 
file, but they refused io turn it 
over to me. 

• You mention the CfA's mis- 
leading you over Nosenko's bon.i 
ffdek; did they try to mislead you 
anywhere else ? 

When we were checking the 
bonk, my researcher was told hv 
Ihc CIA that the CIA head 
quarters was only six storeys high 
— a small detHil. Later I found 
out that Richard Helms’s office 
was on the seventh floor and that 
it was common knowledge that the 
oflice was on the seventh floor. I 
still wonder why the CIA was 
giving me inaccurate information. 
Possibly it was to make it appear 
that my own research was slip- 
shod. 

• What about the FBI ? 

It provided me with very little 
information, but what they did 
give me was generally straight 
forward, and I think they tried 
In be as helpful as they could. 

• Were there any witnesses that 
you were unable to find 5 

Yes. I had hoped in interview 
James Allen Mintkenbaugli, an 
American who admitted spying 
fur I lie Soviets and who was subse- 
quently tried and imprisoned. 

He went to Muntow in the same 

A* 



month that Oswald did and the 
Sovieis tried to arrange lo have 
him marry a Soviet agent, whom 
he would bring hack to the 
United Stales. I was curious to 
know what he thought of Oswald, 
and if he over met him or Marina 
in the Soviet Union. 

• Do yon ihink the mole that 
Stone f code name of a defector I 
pointed to is > t ill tunnelling his 
tuny up through American intelli- 
gence ? 

He hasn't been taught ycl, and 
it is entirely conceivable that one 
was planted. We know that the 
Sovieis placed so many moles in 
West German intelligence that 
lltcv effectively took it over, hut 
none important, the CIA is parti- 
t 1 1 lari v vulnerable to penetration 
situ e so many of its agents 
recruited after World War 11 are 
individuals of F.ast European 
origin. As Angl< too pointed ouf 
to me, the odds arc always in 
favour of recruiting one mole. 

• Is the hunt that Angleton 
started for the mole sti'l on ? 

1 he formei CIA officers who 
were involved in the hunt tell me 
that the " new ’ CIA has now 
made a policy decision to believe 
moles do not exist. All specula- 
tion on i hi • !•••• i ti.iv been 
othc u ifW ■<».>»« md » vfc w ti. n 

• Was James \ngteion fired 
he* ause he was onto the mole 
''tone had talked about ? 

Not directly. According to his 
former aides, Angleton and his 
counter-intelligence staff were 
too strongly rhalh ngiiig Colby's 
*.our«rs in Rossi. i. Accordingly, 
Colhv got rid of Angleton and his 
kev staffers, one o| whom, Newton 
Milor, told me that Colby wanted 
to dose down or drastically revise 
thr role of counter-intelligence in 
the CIA. 

Might there he a mole in the 

FBI ? 

Yes. Indeed. Sullivan was con- 
vinced that the Soviets had pene- 
trated at least the FBI’s New 
^ ork office. And the former 
deputy chief of ihc CIA’s Soviet 
Russia Division told me that there 
was absolutely no way the Soviets 
could run the Fedora operation 
without the aid of a mole in the 
New York office. 

• Does James Angleton reollv 
know who the mole in the CIA is } 

Angleton refuses to say, but 
one of his ex-staff members told 
me with a wry smile: You 

might find out who Colby was 
seeing in Rome in the early 
1950s.” When I pressed him about 
Rome, he changed the subject lo 
Vietnam and told a long story 
about Colby’s having dined witii 
a Frenchman wlm turned out to 
he a Soviet agent. Cnlbv should 
have reported the contact hut 
dithi’f, and when Angleton raised 
the issue, Colby became enraged. 

I asked Angleton about this con- 
frontation, and he mentioned 
some CIA inspector general’s 
report lie then switched to one 
of his favourite subjects. 

— the cymbidium orchid 




